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Union Township has many uniquely beautiful natural wonders, but perhaps none more so than Spruce Run
Reservoir. First the facts. The entire Spruce Run State Park comprises 2,012 acres of which 1,290 is the actual
reservoir itself. Spruce Run is the third largest reservoir in our state (behind Round Valley and Wanaque reser-
voirs). There are 15 miles of shoreline, and the
water is  75 feet deep at it’s deepest point. It was
built in the early 1960’s and the public facilities of-
ficially opened in 1973. It is surrounded on a num-
ber of sides by the Clinton Wildlife Management
Area which comprises another 2,000+ acres. 

The reservoir is fed fresh water through the
drainage of rain and spring water from an area ap-
proximately 40 square miles in size. The water that
enters the reservoir is amongst the cleanest water
anywhere in the Raritan Basin (a 468 square mile
area that feeds several rivers and reservoirs). A
major effort is underway to preserve acreage in the
watersheds that supply Spruce Run. To date
roughly 2,000 acres out of a total goal of over 6,000
acres have been acquired. Spruce Run in combi-
nation with Round Valley supplies the raw water
to various local water companies that in turn sup-
ply at least 1.5 million central New Jersey resi-
dents with clean drinking water.

The reservoir holds at least 18 varieties of fish (one source states 29 varieties). The most prized fish seem to be
two varieties of Bass - the Hybrid Bass and the Male Southern White Bass. The state record Pike was caught in
Spruce - it is an astounding 30 pounds. Fishing licenses can be purchased online or at the Clinton Wal-Mart.

Visitors can typically rent both canoes and row-
boats, there are six different picnic areas, and
there are 67 camping sites that accommodate
tents or trailers. The Highlands Millennium Trail,
which will eventually connect the Delaware
River to the Hudson River, is approximately 0.91
miles (one way) within the reservoir park bound-
aries. The official Spruce Run web site also en-
courages bike riding, jogging and strolling on the
park roadways and grounds. A large picnic area
can hold up to 225 guests and can be reserved for
between $50 and $80 (fee depends on season).
Cross country skiing, ice fishing and ice boating
are listed as winter activities Fees apply for some
of these activities and times vary by season. For
answers to detailed questions Spruce Run can be
reached at (908) 638-8572.

Spruce Run Reservoir under construction in the early 1960’s.

A Google Earth view of Spruce Run State Park, Recreation
Area and the surrounding Clinton Wildlife Management Area.
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Letter From The Chairman
I am very pleased to report that we continue to have an active Environmental Commission team whose mem-
bers volunteer their time each month. We work well with the Township Committee and Planning Board in a
spirit of teamwork to improve our community. 

This year we decided to try something a little different and establish some goals for the Environmental Com-
mission. Here are some of the projects we hope to accomplish this year: 

1. Property stewardship - work with Town Committee and Freeholders to reach a decision on either preserv
ing or demolishing unoccupied buildings at Hoffman Park and Milligan Farms.

2. Sustainable NJ - meet the certification requirements by December 31. Involve other members of the 
community in this process.

3. Communication - issue at least two public newsletters this year. Update the UTEC website to include more
environmental information. Hold at least one public interest seminar this year. 

4. Public education - increase public awareness of invasive species, stream water quality protection issues
and the Sidney Brook Water Protection Plan, through public education events including hosting a booth at 
Community Day (if held this year). 

5. Environmental easements - establish a priority for which easements to track first, and then begin entering 
data into a database. 

6. Open space monitoring - monitor an additional 6-8 properties this year and document results for future 
comparative purposes. 

7. Road noise - restart regional efforts to reduce unmuffled truck engine braking noise from Route 78 with
the goal of either increasing enforcement of existing laws and/or getting at least one bill passed by the NJ 
Senate or Assembly.

8. Public access trails - establish a public perimeter trail on at least one open space property this year.
9. Highlands - support Town Committee efforts and strategies to bring local master plans and development 

regulations into conformance with the "goals, requirements and provisions of the regional master plan”.
10. Grant programs - seek out and apply for at least two grant programs in 2010. Select grants that bring 

value to Union Township residents at minimal to no additional cost to the township. 
11. Well testing - host an annual well test day utilizing the help of the SBWA. 

As always, we really value the input of our Union Township residents and ask you to continue to give us your
ideas! Also, there are opportunities for volunteers to become active in some of our projects, so if you have an in-
terest please let us know. Better yet, come on out and join us at one of our meetings which are held on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month at 7 PM. 

Bill Harclerode
Chairman - Union Township Environmental Commission

The
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* Complete Lawn Care

* 15 Years Experience

* Premier Customer Service

Beth DeGerolamo

908-310-3779

bethdeg@embarqmail.com



Union Township, like all municipalities
in New Jersey, is required to provide in-
formation to residents on environmen-
tal subjects including stormwater
management, recycling, and the Sidney
Brook 319 grant. This newsletter fulfills
that requirement. It was designed and
written by township volunteers. Print-
ing and mailing costs were covered, in
part, by advertising revenues. Please
support these generous local businesses.
If you are interested in advertising in
our next newsletter, contact us at
UTEC@uniontwp-hcnj.org. Residents
can receive UTEC newsletters, impor-
tant township news and other corre-
spondence electronically  by email
rather than in print through snail mail.
To request this service, send an email to
utec@uniontwp-hcnj.org with UTEC
EMAILS as the subject. Be sure to in-
clude your full name and address.

About This Newsletter

Hazardous Waste Clean-up Day

Electronics Collection Day

When: Saturday, July 10, 2010 & 
Saturday, November 13, 2010 

Where: Hunterdon County Complex,   
314 State Route 12 East, Flemington

Hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm

For more info: call 908-788-1110 or visit
http://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/solid-

waste/cleanup.htm

When: Saturday, October 9, 2010
Where: Hunterdon County Complex, 

314 State Route 12 East, Flemington
Hours: 9:00am to 1:00pm

For more info: call 908-788-1110 or visit
http://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/solid-

waste/electronics.htm



Your husband heads down the basement stairs in search of a cold one before the big game. Suddenly he reappears,
screaming like a little girl, and sans beverage. Possible cause? … He spied a cave cricket on the way to the fridge

Cave crickets are characterized by their very large hind legs and long slender antennae. They are brownish in
color and rather humpbacked in appearance, always wingless, and up to two inches long, up to 4 inches in-
cluding the legs. They are generally found in caves, animal burrows, cellars, under stones, in damp wood or in
a similar environment. They can be a nuisance in the basements of homes in our area. 

Their distinctive limbs and antennae serve a double purpose. They
typically live in dark places and rely heavily on their sense of touch,
which is limited by reach. Given their limited vision, cave crickets
will often jump towards any perceived threat in an attempt to
frighten it away. Their large hind legs allow them to jump high and
far.

Cave crickets (also known as spider crickets and camel crickets), are
usually “accidental invaders” that wander in by mistake from adja-
cent areas. They generally do not reproduce indoors, except in situ-
ations that provide continuous dark, moist conditions, such as a
basement shower or laundry area, as well as organic debris to serve
as food.

Although they appear intimidating, they are harmless to humans. They may cause minor damage to stored items,
but are easily discouraged by eliminating the dark damp habitat they prefer. Piles of damp wood or leaves in or
surrounding the structure should be removed. The basement or crawlspace should be kept ventilated and dry,
as these conditions prove unlivable to cave cricket populations. Screens on crawlspace vents and basement win-
dows can help to keep these crickets out. And if these natural deterrents don’t help, you can also get rid of them
by using glue traps.

Source: Wikipedia

Cave Crickets… or “What’s that Strange Bug? Part Two”

Update on Hoffman House Tenant Opportunity
Union Township Environmental Commission’s Stewardship Group is working to find a tenant for the Hoffman
House complex within Hoffman Park on Baptist Church Road. Hoffman Park was permanently preserved with
Green Acres funding in 1999. It was purchased from Albert and Joyce Hoffman by Union Township and Hun-
terdon County in order to form the County Park. Mrs. Hoffman lived in the farmhouse within the park until she
passed away in 2006.  Our agreement with the County does not allow the farmhouse and outbuildings to be
sold, but they can be leased, and the Stewardship Group is finalizing an RFP (Request for Proposal) to find a
suitable long term tenant for these buildings. 

Our ideal tenant would be a non profit corporation who can envision the
Hoffman House as a part of their business. The farmhouse is “feeling its
years” but structurally sound. The township is willing to accept a very
nominal rent and long term lease, in exchange for a sweat equity rehab of
the Hoffman House and ongoing maintenance throughout the term of the
lease. This could provide a ‘win-win’ for the township and tenant – a valu-
able asset would be restored, increasing its value for the town, while the
tenant pays most or all of the rent through the ongoing restoration efforts.

UTEC hopes to publish the RFP in May, and will schedule several ‘open houses’ for interested parties to come
inspect the available structures. For further information, please contact the Union Township Environmental Com-
mission at UTEC@uniontwp-hcnj.org or leave a message at the UTEC office at 908 735-8027 ext 21.



Union Township Sells Preserved Douglass Farm
Union Township Environmental Commission’s Stew-
ardship Group has completed a project to formally
deed restrict and preserve the Douglass Farm. One ad-
ditional house will be allowed on the farm within a 2
acre building lot exception area, and all remaining
land must remain in agriculture. The 100 acre farm is
on Route 513 and Perryville Road, opposite the
Pittstown Post Office. The land, which includes two
barns and a tenant house within the Pittstown histor-
ical district, was purchased by the township in 2000
to preserve the land from further development. 

Max Spann Auction Company conducted an auction
of the preserved farm on December 10, 2009. Dr. Bren-
dan Furlong, a veterinarian with a practice in Hun-
terdon County, was the high bidder with a final bid of
$1,100,000.  In addition to the possibility of the new
house, the total area of structures on the property in-
cluding the existing house, barns and outbuildings,
shall not exceed 45,000 square feet. The Stewardship
Group also designated a public horseback riding trail
easement along the northern edge of the property. 

The Douglass farm has 70-80 acres of prime tillable
soil, and the land has been leased since 2000 to town-
ship farmer Mike Matthews, who will continue to hay
the property for Dr. Furlong. By returning the farm to
private ownership, the township has been able to pay
down municipal open space debt, avoid maintenance
expense for the house and barns, and return the prop-
erty to the tax rolls while preserving it for posterity.

Union Township volunteers get the Douglass farm-
house ready for auction.

The Douglass Farm auction attracted a crowd on a cold
December 10, 2009.
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the most pleasant dental
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Single Visit All Porcelain Crowns
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• Preventative Care
• Porcelain Veneers

• Implants
• Tooth Whitening
• Bonding
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• Dentures
• Root Canal

Emphasis on Sterilization & Infection Control
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908-730-8988

William A. Townsend, DDS
Patricia Gardner, DMD

Yau-Ting Lam, DDS

I78, Exit 11
75 Frontage Rd.
Asbury, NJ 08802

UTEC Looking for South Branch Watershed Clean-up Volunteers
UTEC is looking for groups and individual volunteers to assist in this year’s South Branch Watershed Clean-up
on April 24, 2010. The clean-up operation takes place at designated points within the township with a goal of re-
moving trash and debris from our streams, lakes, and reservoirs. Volunteering takes only a few hours and snacks,
t shirts, gloves and trash bags are provided.

At last year’s cleanup, Union Township volunteers removed trash from beach and picnic areas at Spruce Run
Reservoir, and from parking areas within the Clinton Wildlife Management area. Interesting items removed from
these sites included barbecue grill components, tennis and golf balls, plastic pails, and truck tires. 

Consider spending a few hours in the spring sunshine with us!  To be added to our list of volunteers, email
utec@uniontwp-hcnj.org or leave a message at the UTEC office at 908 735-8027 ext 21. We’ll get back to you with
clean-up locations and answer any questions.

A few of our 2009 South Branch cleanup volunteers

South Branch Watershed Facts

The South Branch Raritan River watershed is 276 square
miles covering three counties and all or part of 25 mu-
nicipalities within central New Jersey. The South Branch
Raritan River begins at Budd Lake in Mount Olive
Township (Morris County, NJ) and flows for 51 miles
down to Branchburg Township (Somerset County, NJ)
where it joins the North Branch of the Raritan River to
become the main stem of the Raritan River. Small
streams, or tributaries, that flow into the South Branch
Raritan River include Spruce Run, Turkey Brook, Mul-
hockaway Creek, Capoolong Creek, and the Third Ne-
shanic River.

Source: South Branch Watershed Association web site



The Union Township Environmental Commission (UTEC) has been involved in a water quality assessment study
of the Sidney Brook Watershed since 2006. In late January, UTEC held a meeting with its Watershed project part-
ners (NJ Department of Environmental Protection Division of Watershed Management, NJ Water Supply Au-
thority, South Branch Watershed Association, Franklin Township Environmental Commission, AmeriCorps, and
Princeton Hydro, LLC) to review the results of the Sidney Brook
water quality study. All of the work performed to date, which has
included a field visual assessment of the Sidney Brook, stream
monitoring, hydrology and pollutant monitoring, was paid for by
a 319h grant from the NJDEP.  During the meeting, Princeton
Hydro, which performed the water quality study, described test-
ing that they performed to determine the temperature, dissolved
oxygen levels, pH, chemical and bacterial loading at multiple
points along the stream. 

The Sidney Brook is designated as a Category One (C1) Trout
Maintenance stream by the NJDEP.  Along the stream are areas
that are protected wetland habitat for bog turtles, a federally en-
dangered species, and wood turtles, a threatened species in New
Jersey.  As a C1 stream, the NJDEP restricts any future disturbance
to the 300 foot stream buffer on either side of the stream (NJAC
7:9). Today, approximately 45% of the protected buffer along the
Sidney Brook is impacted by farm activities, roads, or develop-
ment, while 55% remains as healthy intact forests and wetlands. 

Although some problems have been identified, overall, the Sidney Brook remains  healthy, and it continues to pro-
vide good trout maintenance habitat. Once the data analysis has been completed, the Environmental Commis-
sion will hold a public meeting to present the results of the study to interested residents. These results will provide
a springboard for a detailed Watershed Protection Plan and a ‘wish list’ of possible stream improvement projects.
UTEC will pursue additional grants, along with our project partners, to protect and improve the health of the
stream. Future projects could include planting natural vegetation, rain gardens, and buffers along stream banks,
improving stormwater basins and storm sewers, and providing educational programs to area residents.

Sidney Brook Watershed Study Update

A full-service law firm
addressing all your

environmental needs.

Photo courtesy of 
Princeton Hydro, LLC

Charles W. Miller, III
Attorney at Law

CPCU, CRIS, ARM, RPLU
ARC, ASLI

721 Route 202-206
P.O. Box 5933

Bridgewater, NJ 08807-5933
908-722-0700

908-722-0755 (Fax)
cwmiller@nmmlaw.com

www.nmmlaw.com



“BUY LOCAL” Union Township Farm Stand Directory
Why buy local? There are countless reasons why buying local food is both rewarding and delicious, including
enjoying the taste of fresh food, improved health and nutrition, environmental stewardship, support for family
farms and rural communities, and ensuring animal welfare.  Another significant reason to buy local is to keep
food miles to a minimum. "Food miles" refer to the distance a food item travels from the farm to your home. The
food miles for items in the grocery store are, on average, 27 times higher than the food miles for goods bought
from local sources.

Harding’s Willow Brook Farm  - 534 County Road 614, Asbury NJ  08802
Full service garden center, gift shop, florist, produce, top soil and mulch, preserves, eggs, farm grown mums in
fall, Christmas trees and wreaths

Peaceful Valley Orchards – 150 Pittstown Road, Pittstown, NJ  08867
Apples, pears, peaches, nectarines, plums, tomatoes, peppers, zucchini,
cucumbers, eggplant, sweet corn, pumpkins, cut your own flowers

Tradition Farms – 465 County Road 614, Asbury, NJ  08802
17 varieties of peaches, 30 varieties of apples, tomatoes, peppers, eggplant,
summer squash, cucumbers, winter squash, pumpkins, plums, green
beans, sweet corn, onions, potatoes, fall ornamentals

White Winds Farm – 586 Main Street, Pattenburg, NJ  08802
Eggs year round, tomatoes, peppers, potatoes, raspberries in spring and
summer, Asian pears, pumpkins and gourds available in the fall

Sources
1. Pirog, Rich, and Andrew Benjamin. "Checking the Food Odometer: Comparing Food Miles for Local Versus

Conventional Produce Sales in Iowa Institutions." Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture. July, 2003. 

2. www.sustainabletable.org 

Chip Paillex, President and Founder of America’s Grow-a-
Row has been chosen as a New Jersey “Everyday Hero”. One
of five New Jersey residents chosen by the New Jersey 2010
Inaugural Committee, Chip and his wife Susan were hon-
ored to attend the Inaugural festivities of Governor Chris
Christie on January 19, 2010.  The “New Jersey Heroes” pro-
gram allowed residents from the Garden State to nominate
the everyday heroes in their community. Hundreds of ap-
plications were submitted from all corners of the state.

America’s Grow-A-Row is a nonprofit organization that
feeds the hungry by growing and gleaning fresh produce
that is all donated to local feeding agencies. Chip’s dream
originated in 2002, when he learned his local food pantry
was seeking donations of fresh fruits and vegetables. Upon
hearing this, Chip began growing and donating food from
his own garden and working with local farmers to secure the
donation of surplus produce from their farms as well. In 2009, with the help of over 950 volunteers, America’s
Grow-A-Row was able to donate 317,000 pounds of produce to area food pantries.

For more information about America’s Grow-A-Row, including a listing of upcoming events and volunteer op-
portunities, visit their website at http://www.americasgrowarow.com/. 

Union Township Resident Chip Paillex Chosen “Everyday Hero”

Chip Paillex and wife Susan with Governor Christie

Peaceful Valley Orchards



Warning: Invasive Plants May Lurk in Your Back Yard Pond!
What is an invasive plant? As mentioned in our last UTEC newsletter, invasive plants reproduce rapidly, spread
over large areas of the landscape, and have few, if any, natural controls.  ‘Invasives’ create problems for humans,
animals and vegetation native to a particular area. Examples of prominent invasive plants in Union Township are
Autumn Olive and Multiflora Rose.

In a pond or lake, an invasive plant can create similar problems by crowding out native vegetation. Water Chest-
nut is a typical local invasive aquatic plant. It forms surface mats,
which create competition for nutrients, oxygen and space with native
plants and fish.

Many commercial nurseries advertise and sell invasive aquatic plants.
The best protection from accidentally planting an invasive is to buy
from a professional nursery, specifically a native wetlands nursery, and
not from a merchant specializing in “ornamental pond plants”. There
are actually many more varieties of native aquatic plants available
than invasive/ornamental ones; and the natives over-winter, flower
longer, and end up being an asset to you and your neighbors rather
than a threat.

Some of the most threatening species of aquatic plants are Parrot
Feather; Eurasian Water Milfoil; Water Hyacinth; Brazilian Waterweed;
Hydrilla; Watercress; Yellow Iris (many native irises are found at a
qualified nursery); Water Chestnut; and Water mint. 

It is a misconception to think that non-native fish or plants will not in-
vade another, separate body of water within a few miles of your pond,
because seeds and plant material are carried by herons, ducks, and
geese on their legs and in their feathers.

There are many sources for good wetlands and aquatic plants on the Internet such as New England Wetland
Plants Inc. www.newp.com. The Native Plant Society of New Jersey is a good source at http://www.npsnj.org/.
Another good source is Arrowwood Native Plant Nursery, 961 Clark Avenue, Franklinville, NJ. 08322. 856-697-
6045 njplants@aol.com. Two nearby sources for plants in Pennsylvania are: Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve,
PO Box 685, New Hope, PA 215-862-2924 bhwp@bhwp.org. and Edge of the Woods Native Plant Nursery in Fo-
gelsville, PA 610-285-2471 www.edgeofthewoodsnursery.com. 



In order to keep our municipal taxes as low as possible, Union Township does not pick up leaves or other yard
waste (tree branches, lawn clippings, etc.). Most of the independent waste haulers in our area will not pick them
up, either, even if they are bagged and left with residential garbage. Do not place yard waste along roads or in
drainage ditches, as it becomes a road hazard, interferes with proper road drainage by blocking culverts, and
dumps high levels of nutrients into local streams. Think of leaves and yard waste as an asset rather than a bur-
den. Consider one of these simple procedures to benefit your soil and plants:

1. It’s easy to rake or blow leaves into a woodlot, if available. Break up twigs and branches and add them to the
leaves, where they will decompose over time.

2. Use a mulching mower to allow nutrient-rich grass clippings to feed your lawn. Adopt a mowing schedule to
keep clippings short enough to filter through growing grass and not remain as a mat on top of the lawn. Research
and experience indicate that only 1/3 of the grass length should be removed during mowing. Never allow the
lawn grass to double its height between mowings.

3. Mulch leaves with a mower so they can disappear back into the lawn. The fragmented leaves can also be raked
onto flower or garden beds as mulch – a technique particularly appropriate for owners of small lots. Though a
mower with a mulching blade would be optimal, all power mowers should do an adequate job. Mulched leaves
hold in moisture, suppress weeds, keep the soil cool in the summer, and slowly release nutrients.

4. Rake leaves into a pile for composting. A corral or circle of wire fencing will help contain the leaves and keep
them from blowing around. A readily available fencing is 3 feet high, green, and comes in rolls at the local hard-
ware store. The composting corral is essentially invisible when tucked into a back corner of a residential lot. A U-
shape may be preferred so that leaves can be raked right into the enclosure rather than lifted over the fencing. The
leaf pile quickly reduces in size over the winter. Green yard waste like soft twig prunings and weeds can be mixed
into the pile in limited amounts. Contrary to popular notions of composting, it is not necessary to laboriously turn
a leaf piles, nor do they create odors.

For more information about ways to recycle yard waste and fall leaves, visit the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
Service website at www.rce.rutgers.edu. This article was adapted from “The Princeton Guide to Fall Leaf Man-
agement”, written by the Princeton Environmental Commission, and is used with the permission of the authors.

Union Township Guide to Leaf and Yard Waste Management



Township Office Hours

Township Directory

Township Of Union 
140 Perryville Road 

Hampton, New Jersey  08827 
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Animal Registrar Ella Malecki-Ruta 735-8027, Ext 10
Auditor Suplee, Clooney& Co.
Attorney Peter Jost
Certified Finance Officer Grace M. Brennan, CFO Ext 13
Clerk (Municipal) & Deputy Registrar Ella Malecki-Ruta Ext 10
Construction Official DCA Office Of Local Code Enforcement 713-0722
Dog Warden  Tracy Fleming 328-6788
Emergency Management Bruce Hirt 735-4854
Emergency Management Assistant Glenn Roth 735-4667
911 Coordinator Jeff Polenz 479-6771
Engineer  Robert Clerico, PE
Environmental Commission Chair William Harclerode Ext 21
Fire Official Peter Ball Ext 17
Municipal Court Administrator Lynn Lovenz 735-7855 
Municipal Court Judge Edward R. Martin 735-7855
Planner Carl E. Hintz, P.P.
Planning Board/Board of Adj. Secretary  Grace A. Kocher Ext 18
Road Department Foreman Craig Herman Ext 10
Recycling Coordinator Joe Peake 500-0017
Registrar of Vital Statistics Ella Malecki-Ruta Ext 16
Rescue Squad Captain John Sadusky 735-9298 
Tax Assessor Robert Vance, CTA Ext 14
Tax Collector John P. Earley, CTC Ext 11
Tax Search Officer John P. Earley, CTC Ext 11
Treasurer John P. Earley, CTC Ext 11

Welfare Director  
Hunterdon County Div. of Social Services,
6 Gauntt Place, Flemington 08822 

788-1300

Zoning Official Richard McManus Ext 19 
Zoning Official (Deputy) Orest Walchuck

Trash removal in the Township is by private contract. Recycling is mandatory. Recycling Depot is behind the mu-
nicipal building and is open every Saturday from 8:00 to 12 noon, except for holiday weekends. During snow /
ice storms the recycling depot and dumpster will be closed. No leaves / brush can be picked up by the Township;
residents are urged to recycle same on their property. Reminder - no parking on Township roads during snow and
/or ice storms. Tree, Driveway and Lighting Ordinances in effect. Dead deer may be reported to the township
Clerk. Dog and cat licenses are available on the township website and at the municipal building.

(908) 735-8027
(908) 735-0591 (Fax)

www.uniontwp-hcnj.org

Clerk  Monday - Friday,  9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Tax Collector Monday - 7:00 am-5:00 pm, Tues & Thurs 7 am-5:00 pm, Wed 7 am-10:30 am

Tax Assessor Tuesday / Thurs 2 pm - 4:30 pm

Zoning Official Mon/Wed 1 pm - 5 pm



Township Committee (Elected)

Planning Board (Appointed)

Environmental Commission (Appointed)

Chairperson - William Harclerode - 735-8027 Ext. 21    
Vice Chairperson - Michele McBride

Planning Board Rep. Kathleen Corcoran Citizen Member Chuck Neary
Citizen Member Sandra Stiger Alternate 1 Chuck La Tournous
Citizen Member Stephen Hurford Secretary Joshua Boyle
Citizen Member John Wingler

Mayor Matt Severino 908-713-9104 Term Expires 2012
Deputy Mayor William F. Bischoff, Jr. 908-638-5982 Term Expires 2012
Committeeman Frank T. Mazza 908-730-8715 Term Expires 2011
Committeeman Patricia Dziubek 908-735-8875 Term Expires 2011
Committeeman Rob Haynes 908-735-0147 Term Expires 2010

Chairperson Brian Kirkpatrick Alternate 1 Frank Taibi
Vice Chairperson Alan Ford Alternate 2 Christian Kastrud
Class 1 Matt Severino Attorney Mark S. Anderson
Class II Orest Walchuk Engineer Robert Clerico, PE
Class III William F. Bischoff, Jr. Secretary Grace Kocher
Class IV Robert Nace Planner Carl E. Hintz, P.P.
Class IV Robert Badenhausen Environmental Consultant Stephen J. Souza
Class IV Albanus Ryland Geologist Anthony Rana
Class IV Kathleen Corcoran Hydrogeologist Vincent Uhl

Chairperson - Jack Hara  - 713-1107
Vice Chairperson  - Jens Duerr

Members
Jim Teipel Heidi Maroney
Kathy Harvey Scott Eichlin
Russ Talamo John Corcoran
Mary Beth Kastrud Tom Brennan

Meetings - 1st and 3rd Wednesday of Each Month - 7 pm - Municipal Building

Meetings - 4th Thursday of Each Month - 7 pm - Municipal Building
Workshops - 2nd Thursday Of Each Month - 7 pm - Municipal Building

Meetings - 2nd Tuesday of Each Month - 7 pm - Municipal Building

Recreation Committee
Meetings - 3rd Tuesday of Each Month - 

7:30 pm Municipal Building (www.utrecreation.com)

Agricultural Advisory Committee
Chairperson - Paige DiRoberto 
pdiroberto@embarqmail.com

Members
Scott Eichlin Michael Matthews
Page Stiger Ken Ravenburg

Private Organizations

Union Township Historical Society Of Hunterdon Patricia Lingelbach - President

Union Township Senior Citizens, Inc. President - Audrey Bujnowski   806-6682 Fran LaTournous 735-5885

Historian - Joseph Martin  - 735-7383
Robert Everett Susan M. Rochelle, Architect, AIA
Patricia Lingelbach Douglas Martin

Union Township Historic Preservation Committee



Union Township is now in its second year of single stream recycling and our weekly recyclables volume continues to
grow. The township recycling depot, located behind the municipal building at 140 Perryville Road, Jutland, is open
every Saturday from 8am until 12pm, and collects all recyclables into one dumpster at the depot. Our contract recycler
sorts the recycling at a state of the art facility, and the Union Township recycling depot accepts all glass, aluminum, tin,
#1 through #7 plastics, junk mail, magazines, newspapers, and cardboard. You no longer have to separate materials that
you bring to the depot.

Keep in mind that you can now include chip board like cereal and pizza boxes, as long as they are not contaminated
by food debris and are not plastic coated. Even gift wrap and Christmas cards can be recycled, as long as they do not
contain metalized foil. Many plastic bags are now coded for recycling, too – but you must secure them within your re-
cycling container (along with light weight paper items) to keep them from blowing out of the dumpster on windy
days. The best way to recycle plastic bags is to stuff them all into one plastic bag and tie it closed, or, better yet, get into
the habit of using reusable shopping bags that don’t need to be recycled. Do not use plastic bags to deliver your recy-
cling to the depot; they tend to split open and spill their contents. Use paper bags or reusable containers instead – they
are stronger and won’t blow away. Lastly, do not place more than 20-25 pounds of recycling into one container – it be-
comes a strain for our recycling attendants. We have a limited number of
blue reusable 20 gallon recycling containers available at the depot for resi-
dents – just ask an attendant.

Recycling is mandatory in Union Township, as it is in all of New Jersey, and
all residents need to do their part to meet our 50% recycling goal. Keep in
mind that several solid waste transporters in our community, including Rar-
itan Valley Disposal, Smith Brothers Sanitation Service, and Waste Manage-
ment offer curbside recycling within Union Township. This can be a
convenient alternative to bringing your recycling to the municipal depot.

Our recycling depot accepts household batteries (AAA through D sized) and
printer cartridges, but you must separate them from the rest of recycling and
hand them to an attendant. You can also recycle used clothing at a collection
bin at the recycling depot. Used clothing, sheets, blankets, and stuffed ani-
mals may be placed in the bin, with proceeds from the donation of these items returned to the Pattenburg Volunteer
Fire Company. You can recycle used household items, books, clothing and small furnishings at the North Hunterdon
United Methodist Church Thrift Shop at 51 Charlestown Road in Hampton (tel: 908 735-0177) or at the Open Cup-
board Food Pantry Thrift Shop at 37 Old Highway 22 in Clinton (tel: 908 638-5773). For information on additional items
that can be recycled, visit the Hunterdon County Recycling website, which lists recycling resources for bicycles, propane
tanks, and much more at http://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/solidwaste/recycling/links.htm. 

Union Township Recycling is Single Stream and Growing!

Design 24 an Interior Alternative

Specializing in -
• Painting
• Wall Coverings
• Trim and Molding
• Cosmetic Repairs

John Glen Wingler(908) 310-6126
JDRMIL Associates

Leanne McGowan
Independent Representative

silvermom@comcast.net
mysilpada.com/leanne.mcgowan

Cell 908.337.4753

Office 908.735.4717 STERLING SILVER JEWELRY



New Jersey residents, especially those in areas frequented by black bears, should take steps to avoid attracting
bears with food or garbage. This is the best way to prevent black bears from becoming a nuisance near your home.

Some residents may observe black bears using yards as part of their natural travel corridors. The mere presence
of a black bear is not considered a problem. Generally, bears tend to be wary of peo-
ple. It is important not to leave out any food or garbage that may encourage bears
to linger in residential areas. One person feeding bears can create a problem bear
that may affect the entire neighborhood. 

Black bears learn very quickly and bears that are fed intentionally or unintentionally
by carelessly leaving out food or garbage will associate people with food. Bears will
eat almost anything including human food, garbage, pet food, birdseed and small
livestock. Once they find an easily accessible food source, like garbage in a housing
development, they will lose their wariness of people and may return to the available
food source. These bears can become a nuisance or aggressive and may have to be
trapped and aversively conditioned or destroyed. 

Remember: Never feed bears! It's illegal in New Jersey, and it's dangerous. Anyone feeding bears could face a
penalty of up to $1,000 for each offense. 

Report black bear damage or nuisance behavior to the DEP's 24-hour, toll-free hotline at 1-877-WARN DEP
(1-877-927-6337). 

New Jersey DEP Division of Fish and Wildlife

Bear Facts For Homeowners 

We all would like to pay less money for property taxes. Yet our local
schools need the money to buy supplies and equipment. Here’s an
easy way to help raise money for the schools without paying taxes:

The Box Tops For Education Program – Just look for the Box Tops
logo on hundreds of products like Cheerios®, Hamburger Helper®
and Kleenex®, in almost every aisle of the store. All you need to do
is clip off the logos and send them in! Each one is worth 10¢ for the
schools.

Campbell’s Labels For Education - Save UPCs and beverage caps
from participating Campbell’s products to earn points for the school.
The points will be redeemed for great merchandise used for the
schools.

Last year the Union Township PTA raised over $2,000 from the box
tops. The money was used to purchase two assemblies for the
schools. The Campbell’s labels are used to purchase recess equip-
ment from their catalog. Clipped labels can be dropped off at either
school (in the administrative office) or drop them off at the munici-
pal building. Everyone is welcome to help.

The remainder of the packaging can be recycled to help reduce landfill!

Do You Want To Help Reduce Money
Spent on Schools?

Looking for a pet or 
premier breeding stock?

Yarn, Accessories or apparel?

An Educational Tour for your group?

Emelise Alpacas is the right  stop for you!

Come take a peek!

Sue & Wayne
Robinson

73 MacKenzie Rd
Hampton, NJ

908-537-7935



Fulfilling ALL of your hardwood needs!

Jorge Diaz
Owner

Bethlehem Township, NJ
908.479.6043

Featured in 2006, 2007 and 2008 MINWAX
brochures!



Union Township Newsletter

What’s Inside

• Spruce Run Reservoir - A Gem In Our Backyard
• Sidney Brook Update
• Douglass Farm Is Sold
• Invasive Species May Lurk In Your Backyard Pond
• Recycling Update
• Buy Local - Union Township Farm Stand Directory
• Township Resident Honored As “Everyday Hero”
• South Branch Watershed Clean-up
• Township Directory
• Bear Facts
• Guide To Leaf & Yard Waste Clean-up

The Environmental Commission meets the second Tuesday of each
month at 7pm in the municipal building, 140 Perryville Road, Jutland. 

The Eastern Brook Trout is the State Fish of New Jersey, and inhabits
several streams within Union Township, including the Sidney Brook
and Mulhockaway Creek. Trout are only present in about 25% of the
streams that have been assessed by the NJ Department of Environ-
mental Protection. Storm runoff and sediment increase turbidity in
streams, which affect trout habitat. Dams, road runoff and a lack of
shade trees along a stream can elevate water temperatures, which stress
the fish. High nutrient loadings from fertilizers, farms and failing sep-
tic systems can run off into streams, increasing algal blooms and de-
pleting oxygen levels that trout need to survive.

Sidney Brook provides habitat for the Eastern Brook Trout, a species
which is in serious decline throughout much of the eastern United
States.  Look inside for an update on Union Township’s Sidney Brook
Watershed Study.

Source:  Summary of the Sidney Brook Visual Assessment, Princeton Hydro LLC, 2008

Have you seen New Jersey’s State Fish? 
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